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Abstract: At the height of the Pacific War, approximately 8,400 Taiwanese youngstars
left their home to the mainland Japan. Their mission was to manufacture Japan
Imperial Navy’s fighter intersepter “Raiden” at Koza Naval Arsenal in Kanagawa.
Some of them were dispatched to other arsenals. This paper tries to describe their
intention, thoughts, and lives in Japan during and after the war by inquiring into their
memoiors, available official documents, and interviews with former Shonenkos (Child
laborers), aiming to shed light on the untold story of Japan-Taiwan relations in the past
and present.
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