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Natural and aesthetic conceptionsin theancient Chineseculture
Fumitake Kono

obooobooboooobobooooobooogoyooooos8lODboooooobooonog
goooooobooboobobooobooobooboboo boob"boobooboobo
goooboboobooboobobobobooboobobbobDoobDoobooboobDbo
goooooooboobgooooobooboory oo o oobo* oo o oo goobo

gooobogoobooboboooboooboobobooobooboobooog
gbooobobgooboboooobobooboboobobooooboboobobooobo
gooooooboobobbobooobooboobobobobooooobDooboobobDoo
goooboobooboobooboooboooboboobooboobob
gooobooobooboboooboon...... gooobooboboobooooboobooboo
goooooobooobobooo

Inancient Chinait wastheperiod of growth to maturity stage of Chinesecivilization between the ChunQiu-
ZhanGuo and the WeiJin-NanbeiChao (770BC - 581 AD). It can be characterized as pursuit of and the
return to elemental human nature against the backdrop of the development of ethics and moral philosophy
based on theidea of “heaven (nature) be onewith human” .Thethesis of the thought had been consistent
with that, that isto interpret the correlativity between “heaven” and “human”; in other words, between
“nature” and “human being”.

Such ideas, which are based on spiritual culture, inevitably lead to trend from wor ship of natureto
adoration for nature. By recognizing similaritiesbetween natural beauty and human natur e, and comparison
of natural phenomenon with human moral character, therefore, the idea result in development of a
philosophy of lifethat it isthe best way of life to be free from avarice and to have flexible mind.

Dueto material civilization, today we live with inconsistent, confused and distressviews and values. With
the idea we could be able to raise a question about them.
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natur al beauty, heaven (natur €) beonewith human, freeand unfetter ed, break off reationswith sageand wisdom,

sdlflessnessand freedom from avarice, spiritual culture
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