65

TT7FHRRELTDY =2« T

A M B OE O+

1. EL&HIC

)

‘A young lady accustomed to tuition’---’ is desirous of meeting with a
situation in a private family where the children are under fourteen.” ---‘She
is qualified to teach the usual branches of a good English education,
together with French, Drawing, and Music’--- ‘Address J.E., Post Office,
Lowton,—shire’®

‘If J.E. who advertised in the—shire Herald of last Thursday, possesses
the acquirements mentioned; and if she is in a position to give satisfactory
references as to character and competency; a situation can be offered her
where there is but one pupil, a little girl, under ten years of age; and where
the salary is thirty pounds per annum. J.E. is required to send references,
name, and address, and all particulars to the direction: “Mrs Fairfax,
Thornfield, near Millcote, —shire”®
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On the one hand, she was as orphan, propelled by economic circumstances
into taking a moral, geographic and social journey similar to that of any
male hero. On the other hand, she was a middle-class woman who could be
re-incorporated at the end of the narrative into the domestic sphere, the
proper realm of women, by means of a conventional marriage plot.
Winning a husband who could restore her to her rightful social position, if
not a advance it a little, represented a reworking of the hero’s goal of
economic self-sufficiency, while still resisting any challenge to a social order
which insisted upon women’s financial dependence on men.

Novelists used a governess to explore far more than life in the school-
room. As a lady who was exempt from some of the more constricting
aspects of ladyhood, she represented the perfect place to mount an enquiry
in to the social and moral codes which middle-class women were increasing-
ly obliged to observe.®
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now I remembered that the real world was wide, and that a varied field
of hopes and fears, of sensations and excitements, awaited those who had
courage to go forth into its expanse, to seek real knowledge of life amidst
its perils. ---School rules, school duties, school habits and notions ---such
was what I knew of the existence. And now I felt it was enough. I tired
of the routine of eight years in one afternoon. I desired liberty; for liberty

I gasped; for liberty I uttered a prayer ®
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...I valued what was good in Mrs Fairfax, and what was good in Adele; but

I believed in the existence of other and more vivid kinds of goodness, and
what I believed in I wished to behold./Who blames me ? Many no doubt;
and I shall be called discontented. I could not help it; the restlessness was
in my nature: it agitated me to pain sometimes--- It is in vain to say human
beings ought to be satisfied with tranquility: they must have action: and they
will make it if they cannot find it--- Women are supposed to be very calm
generally: but women feel like just as men feel; they need exercise for their
faculties, and a field for their efforts as much as their brothers do; -+-and it
is narrow-minded in their privileged fellow-creatures to say that they ought
to confine themselves to making puddings and knitting stockings, to playing
on the piano and embroidering bags. It is thoughtless to condemn them, or
laugh at them, if they seek to do more of learn more than pronounced
necessary for their sex.*? |
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I care for myself. The more solitary, the more friendless, the more
unstained I am, the more [ will respect myself. I will keep the law given
by God: sanctioned by man. I will hold to the principles received by me
when I was sane, and not mad—as I am now.?
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