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From this intense consciousness of being the object of severe and universal observation, the wearer of the scarlet letter
was at length relieved by discerning, on the outskirts of the crowd, a figure which irresistibly took possession of her
thoughts. An Indian, in his native garb, was standing there ; but the red men were not so infrequent visitors of the English

settlements, that one of them would have attracted any notice from Hester Prynne, . . ..
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Thus, therefore, the floor of our familiar room has become a neutral territory, sowewhere between the real world and

fairy-land, where the Actual and the Imaginary may meet, and each imbue itself with the nature of the other. Ghosts

might enter here, without affrighting us.
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Essex Museum, 1993), p.21
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