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Thepaper dealswith a tentative exploration of Japanese Citizen’sVoluntary Association’s Origin, based
on the compar ativeingitutional analysis. It hasbeen frequently stated in the existing r esear chesthat private-
based social works, co-oper ative movements, and philanthr opy wer e developed as a consequence of Taisho
Demaocr acy wher easthe state bureaucracy under the late coming capitalism which was seemingly inherent
in Japan successfully capitalized on the voluntarism of these social organizations. However, they were
politically embedded in the imperial regime as the total war systems were organized. The tradition of
voluntary associations reemerged in the occupation period of allied nations, being modified by the New
Dealersof GHQ. It may be concluded that thereisa clear discontinuity between the prewar and postwar
systems of voluntary associationsin terms of the compar ativeinstitutional analysis.
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