FEBBREA VRIYT - VT X—=27 EVOMINESR :
—m 2T R
New Chinese Immigrants and the Social Transformation of
Sihanoukville, Cambodia: In the Context of
Belt and Road Initiative

&, BOE KRB
Gang Li and Takeru Itagaki

FEEORMZRE. [ — %] g OHEE 2 TSI E Lo EFIRROBE T v R
PTOBOHY T X =7 EWIZh 20 LIS ER R, 7y RV TIEANEORER
2B R T A TESRT 5, BRLEHROLHNE & S WIREIEI N T S b dhE
FRRIE, VT X—2 RNy 2y h =D DSREELED T Y ) DAL ER
7z BRAIHML L2 R TIHEAL IR, FEFBREIIC T X —2
OV OIS & OBEARENTHY, A=y - =7 L—7 (Muttarak, R.
2017) 2L TVB, =T T4 7 A8 AV ERD TRRIIZH AL S I2EITAD
I ETHEFRBRELIBNTVL, H Yy RYTHAN, FEFBRE., BMERIIERNZ R
REBOKLTBY, 2054 F I v 7 RBAKROFTH RO THEZINLL LK
ELERTLETFHREND,

FoU—FhEHBR, HREE, Wi, VT X—-2ENL

Abstract: This study examines the social transformation that have occurred in a
Cambodian tourist destination, Sihanoukville, resulted in the influx of new Chinese
immigrants in the context of the Belt and Road Initiative, considering the historical
shift of the Cambodian Chinese community. Characterized by the diversity of
backgrounds and motivations as well as high mobility, new Chinese immigrants
have transformed Sihanoukville from a backpacker's town into a city under
development with a focus mainly on casinos. Unlike the localized Cambodian
Chinese, new Chinese immigrants have limited contact with the local society in
Sihanoukville, forming an ethnic enclave (Muttarak, R. 2017). Simultaneously,
there are also newcomers who are in pursuit of a different lifestyle actively seek to
integrate into the local community. Cambodian Chinese, new Chinese immigrants,
and residents have interwoven complex relationships, and within this dynamic, it
is anticipated that Cambodian society will continue to undergo significant changes.
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