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Abstract. One of the great pieces of American literature from the 19t century,
Little Women, authored by Louisa May Alcott, was first translated into Japanese in
1906 under the pen name Kitada Shuho. The title she chose was Sho Fujin, which
means ‘little women’ and it was published by Saiunkaku. Kitada Shuho, however,
never published other works and no one seems to know much about her. I began
this research after reading a short newspaper article published in Yomiuri Shimbun
on July 6th in 1994. Her real name was Takahashi Nao, the wife of a politician,
Takahashi Motokichi.
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