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Why Is It Wakakusamonogatari?:
The Japanese Title for Little Women Which Means ‘Young Grass’

NN/
Hiroko Komatsubara
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Abstract: In 2014, 1 was given an opportunity by Gakken Co. to edit and translate a
great piece of American literature from the 19™ century, Little Women, written by
Louisa May Alcott. In Japan, this novel has been published under the name of
Wakakusamonogatari, which means A Tale of Young Grass. It is said that this title
first appeared in 1934, when Yada Tsuseko’s abridged translation was published
and George Dewey Cukor’s movie, starring Katharine Hepburn, produced in 1933
in USA, was released in Japan. I examine this Japanese title selected by Yoshiya
Nobuko and formulate a hypothesis about the reason for its naming.

Keywords: Little Women, Japanese title, Wakakusamonogatari, Kitada Akiho,Yada
Tsuseko, Yoshiya Nobuko
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[T am not a rich man, but if there is any danger threatening my little woman, I would spend my
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TR L TEHTED Y EFEAR, LPLADPROEEZMEL TIOR8 HDH L L
O, I EBMELZE L ThH, REL TRV TZVWE/ES O TTR——
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"My little woman," said her husband dubiously, "are you quite sure you're better? Or are you,
Sophia, about to break out in a fresh direction?"
(1848, Charles Dickens, The haunted man and the ghost's bargain )
(Wiktionary (2013/04/29 01:30 UTC hR) EH4 : The haunted man and the ghost's bargain (&
M%) #EFH . Charles Dickens) |
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[/VAT-J 1890 /= (Little Lord Fauntleroy)
[/NA2c] 1900 & (4 Little Princess)
[/ ANJ 1906 = (Little Women)
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(Commented by Ms Kikuko Mills, Special Project, of Louisa May Alcott's Orchard House in
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2o THBEYRE) THY ., TS TH oz, LxL, 20144, AN I OET
D ARR T HI2H72 0 |, JFUED Little Women 23728 T EWFE] L W\H X A ML -
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So grouped the curtain falls upon Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy. Whether it ever rises again, depends
upon the reception given to the first act of the domestic drama, called “LITTLE WOMEN.”
(Little Women, Penguin Classics P.235)
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