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Higher Education Reform in Japan and Kazakhstan: A Potential for

the Use of English Language as a Teaching and Learning Tool
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Abstract: Due to recent developments in internationalization, globalization and
information technologies, English has become one of the major teaching tools
worldwide. In Japan the government has been trying to promote global human
resources at higher education levels: however, it seems that there are two major
problems: One is a relationship between English and global human resources, and
the other is a usage of internationally standardised tests. In Kazakhstan where a
trilingual policy has been implemented involving Kazakh language, Russian and
English, education is structured in such a way that all children and young people
may hope to acquire functional competence in all three languages by 2030. The key
to success of this policy depends on higher education reform led by Model
Universities and schools. The idea that future generations will be educated by
teachers with agreed national standard of English competence may give a new
perspective to Japanese higher education reform.

Keywords: Higher education reforms, English as a teaching tool, Global human
resources
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