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Abstract: In 2014 and 2015, I was given the opportunities by Gakken Co. to edit
and translate big two pieces of American literature in the 19" century, “Little
Women,” written by Louisa May Alcott and “Daddy-Long-Legs”, by Jean
Webster. Through the job I thought about some supporting characters in novels,
who are playing very important roles but not coming under the spotlight: Hannah,
a servant in “Little Women” and Pritchard, a visiting committee in “Daddy-Long-
Legs”. I would like to make myself clear about the issue of what I have been
wondering about since I was a child, when I read these books for the first time in
my life.
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The "Little Women" play; a two-act, forty-five minute play by Elizabeth Lincoln Gould (1900)
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I have four going at once. Just now, they’re Tennyson’s poems and Vanity Fair and Kipling’s
Plain Tales and ---don’t laugh---Little Women. T found that I am the only girl in college who
wasn’t brought up on Little Women. ----and the next time somebody mentions pickled limes, I’ll
know what she is talking about!
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You’ve never heard about my clothes, have you, Daddy? Six dresses, all new and beautiful
and bought for me---not handed down from somebody bigger. Perhaps you don’t realize what a
climax that marks in the career of an orphan? You gave them to me, and I am very, very, very
much obliged. It’s a fine thing to be educated---but nothing compared to the dizzying experience
of owing six new dresses. Miss Pritchard, who is on the visiting committee, picked them out---not
Mrs. Lippett, thank goodness. I have an evening dress, pink mull over silk(I’m perfectly beautiful in
that), and a blue church dress, and a dinner dress of red veiling with Oriental trimming (makes me
look like a Gypsy) and another of rose-colored challis, and a gray street awfully big wardrobe for

Julia Rutledge Pendleton, perhaps, but for Jerusha Abbott---oh, my!
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