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Abstract. This paper examines the role of grammar instruction in the context of teaching
English as a second language (ESL) and teaching English as a foreign language (EFL) in
Japan. Section 1 discusses traditional teaching methods and Communicative Approach in
terms of their assumptions on grammar instruction, with Form-focused instruction, which
assumes that the learner’s attention to linguistic forms while focusing on meaning plays
an essential role for learning grammar. Section 2 presents an overview on how, due to the
influence of Communicative Approach, grammar has been placed in English education in
Japan, and attempts to reconsider the importance of grammatical competence rather than
communicative competence in Japan’s EFL context in particular.
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